

ORDINANCE NO. 1462
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KALAMA, WASHINGTON REPEALING KALAMA MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 6.04.100 PROHIBITING BEEKEEPING WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 6.04.100 BEEKEEPING SETTING OUT CRITERIA AND CONDITIONS ALLOWING FOR BEEKEEPING WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS. 

 WHEREAS the current Kalama Municipal Code Chapter 6 Animal Code prohibits the keeping of bees within the City as adopted 1990 by Ordinance 766; 

WHEREAS the Kalama City Council believes it to be in the best interest of the community and the environment to allow for the keeping of bees provided issues of public safety are addressed; 

NOW THEREFORE the City Council of the City of Kalama do ordain:

Section 1.  Kalama Municipal Code Chapter 6.04.100 - Beekeeping prohibited is repealed in its entirety. 
It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to permit or allow the keeping or maintaining of bees, either as a commercial enterprise or otherwise, on any property owned by or in the possession of or under the control of such person, firm, corporation or entity, within the city limits of the city.


Section 2. A new Kalama Municipal Code Chapter 6.04.100 Beekeeping is adopted as follows. 

6.04.100 Beekeeping

A.  Parcel and Apiary Size Requirements

1. 5000 up to 7500 square feet - 1 hive

2. 7,501 to 15,000 square feet - 2 hives

3. 15,001 to 35,000 square feet - 5 hives

4. 35,001 to 43,560 square feet - 15 hives

5. 1 ac to 1.5 ac 20 hives in urban areas
6. 1.5 to 5.0 acres 25 hives in urban areas

7. 5.01 to 10.0 acres 40 hives in urban areas

B. Hive Placement Requirements:
1. Hives shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet from a property line, with the hive(s) entrance(s) facing away from or parallel to the nearest property line.
2. Hives may be less than twenty-five (25) feet from a property line if placed behind a six (6) foot high fence, which shall extend at least twenty-five (25) feet beyond the hive(s) in both directions. The fence shall direct bee flight into the air at least six (6) feet before the bees cross the property line. The fence or obstruction may occur on the adjoining property; provided, that bee flight is not directed in the vicinity of recreational decks or entrances to housing or buildings on adjoining properties. In lieu of a fence, the hive(s) may be placed at least eight (8) feet above adjacent ground level and comply with the remaining placement requirements.
3. A hive(s) adjacent to public roads shall comply with placement requirements in such a manner as to direct bee flight at least twenty (20) feet into the air over the road surface. In lieu of this requirement, a hive(s) shall be placed at least one hundred (100) feet from the road right(s)-of-way with the entrance(s) parallel thereto.
C. Hive, Apiary Management Requirements:
1. Hive(s) shall be registered with the Department of Agriculture and comply with
Chapter 15.60 RCW and rules adopted thereunder; and

2. All hives shall consist of moveable frames and combs, unless exempted by the

Department of Agriculture as an educational exhibit; and
3. Hives shall be managed for swarm prevention and gentleness; and
4. Hives shall be requeened if bee behavior is likely to cause a nuisance; and
5. A consistent source of water shall be provided at the apiary unless it occurs naturally within three hundred (300) yards. The water may be “sweetened” with mineral salt or chlorine to enhance its attractiveness. This requirement is intended to discourage bee visitation at swimming pools, hose bibs, animal watering sources, bird baths or where people congregate; and
6. Apiaries shall be managed and kept in a clean and orderly manner and appearance to prevent a nuisance; and

D. Nuisance: Bees shall be considered a nuisance when any of the following occurs:
1. Colonies of bees are defensive or exhibit objectionable behavior, or interfere with the normal use of property, or the enjoyment of persons, animals, or property adjacent to an apiary(s); or
2. Hives of bees do not conform to this Code; or
3. The hive(s) becomes deceased, as defined by the Department of Agriculture; or

abandoned for more than 60 days without being removed or cleaned up and put away.
E. Violations: Reported or visible violations may be corrected by order of the City within which they occur according to established procedures, or by the Department of Agriculture. The City may request the services of the Department of Agriculture to investigate violations or to determine and suggest appropriate corrective measures. Penalties may be levied by the City according to local ordinance or procedures – see KMC 6.04.150, or by the Department of Agriculture.
Section 3. Severability.  If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining parts of this ordinance.
Section 4.
This ordinance shall become effective five days after passage,

approval, and publication as provided by law.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Kalama at a regular meeting held on the 3rd day of June 2021.
                                                     


Mayor Mike Reuter
Attest:


Coni McMaster, Clerk/Treasurer

Approved as to form:

City Attorney

Published:                                    
Effective:                                      
Note:  In section 1 old code is shown for review purposes only in draft.    Yellow highlighted sections are those that the City received comment on from the Cowlitz Beekeeping Association
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