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Subject: 0.1% Public Safety Sales Tax Option –New Police Facility

Summary: The C ou nc ilhas au thorized the planning forand d es ign to bu ild a
new P olic e Fac ility and rec ognizes thatitwillneed to find fu nd ings ou rc es to c overthes e
c os ts . The C ityhas arou ghc os tes timate ofatleas t$1 million u pto $1 . 5million. Find ing
lend ings ou rc es wills tillrequ ire arevenu e s ou rc e from whic hto make the payments . The
C ity has few ways to inc reas e revenu es and few s ou rc es to d raw from . S ales taxes and
property taxes are the majorrevenu es ofthe C ity. In lookingatthe options , the C ity has
the ability u nd er s tate law (RC W 8 2 . 14. 450 )to implementa one-tenth of one perc ent
s ales tax forpu blic s afety pu rpos es . This is requ ired to be plac ed on the ballotto get
voter approval. A s the P olic e are c u rrently operating ou tof a c ramped s pac e, itis
importantthatthe C ity begin to lookatthes e options and taking the nec es s ary ac tions .
In ord erto plac e this s ales tax option on the N ovemberballot, the C ity need s to file the
nec es s arypaperworkwithD epartmentofElec tions byA u gu s t2 nd . The s ales tax inc reas e
wou ld be applied to alls ales mad e in the C itylimits s u bjec tto s ales taxes exc eptformotor
vehic les (3-yearexemption). The tax c an be retained oritc an be mad e to end ata d ate
in the fu tu re s u c h as when allc os ts forthe new fac ility are paid off. This is the tax that
W ood land implemented to fu nd theirnew fac ility.

O ption A : Inc lu d e a s u ns etc lau s e –H ave the tax end u pon paymentin fu llof
the new fac ility orotherfu tu re d ate.

O ption B : D o notinc lu d e a s u ns etc lau s e –the revenu es wou ld be retained to
c ontinu e to s u pportthe polic e and pu blic s afety need s ofthe growingc ommu nity.

Recommendation: The C ityC ou nc ilplac e the is s u e on the ballotin N ovember20 16 by
ad opting Res olu tion N o. 641 . S taff is rec ommend ing thatthis be withou tthe s u ns et
c lau s e as there are always goingto be pu blic s afety need s forthe c ommu nity and thos e
c os ts willalways c ontinu e to inc reas e.

Alternatives:

 ►  Council Action: - Chose Option A or Option B for the adoption of Resolution No. 
641


