
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1353 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KALAMA, WASHINGTON AMENDING KALAMA 
MUNCIPAL CODE CHAPTER 6.04.030 – ANIMALS – DEFINITIONS TO INCLUDE A 
DEFINITION FOR THE “PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE” USED IN THE 
DANGEROUS DOG DECLARATION APPEAL PROCESS PER KMC CHAPTER 6. 
4.140 
 

  WHEREAS, the City of Kalama’s current animal code includes in Chapter 
6.4.140 a “public safety committee” to be called upon submittal of an appeal to the 
Animal Control officer’s designation of a dangerous dog, but does not include a 
definition for said committee; 
 
  WHEREAS, the City finds the committee needs to be defined so it is clear 

how the committee is established and its functions; 

 
 NOW THEREFORE the City Council of the City of Kalama do ordain: 
 
 Section 1.  Kalama Municipal Code Chapter 6.04.030 is amended as follows: 
 
6.04.030 - Definitions. 
 
As used in this chapter, the following terms are defined in this section: 
 

"Abandon" means the act of leaving a pet animal without humane care in such a 

way that the health and safety of the animal is imperiled. 

"Animal" means any nonhuman mammal, bird, reptile, or amphibian. 

"Animal services" means the city department or agency designated by the city to 

enforce this chapter and/or operate a shelter facility for the purpose of impounding, 

caring for, placing through adoption, returning to owners and euthanizing pet animals. 

"Animal services director" means the director of such agency or city department as 

the city designates to provide animal control. 

"At large" means any animal that is not in the physical presence or control of an 

owner or keeper or is under the following circumstances: 

 A. When a dog, licensed or not, is found off the premises or outside the vehicle 

of the owner and not under control of a person by means of a leash, carrier or 

demonstrated voice command; or 

 



 

 

 B. For the purpose of this section, the dog is presumed not to be under control 

and to be at large if the person purporting to exercise control is unable to 

immediately cause the dog to heel by giving the appropriate voice command; or 

 C. When an unleashed dog interferes with pedestrian or vehicular movement 

or causes affront or alarm to a person or if injury, damage or trespass has been 

caused by the dog; or 

 

 D. When a cat is on property where the property owner or tenant objects to the 

presence of the cat and has humanely trapped or otherwise contained the cat; or 

 

 E. When livestock is in the public way or on private property other than that of 

the owner/caretaker. 

 

 "Dangerous dog" means a dog that according to the records of animal services 

has committed serious offenses as more fully set forth in Section 6.04.140. 

 

"Domestic animal" means an animal other than a pet animal which may or may not 

be used as a food source such as, but not limited to, a rabbit, chicken, goat, sheep, cow 

or horse. 

"Euthanasia" means the humane killing of an animal. 

"Exotic animal" means an animal not ordinarily kept as a pet, such as, but not 

limited to, venomous or constrictor type reptiles, primates, mammals. 

"Harbors, keeps, possesses, or maintains a pet animal" means providing care, 

shelter, protection, refuge, food, or nourishment in such manner as to influence the 

behavior of the animal; or, treating the animal as living at one's premises or property. 

"Humane care" means care of an animal that includes, providing necessary food, 

water, shelter, rest, sanitation, ventilation, space and medical attention in a way that the 

health and safety of the animal is not imperiled. 

"Impound" means to take control of any animal pursuant to the terms of this 

chapter. 

"Kennel" means any premises or structure used for the purposes of boarding, 

breeding, buying, selling, raising or letting of dogs or cats for hire, or training, but 

excluding animal hospitals where animals are kept only for treatment by licensed 

veterinarians and nonprofit animals shelters where animals are kept for care and 

treatment pending redemption, adoption, or euthanasia. A commercial kennel is such a 

facility used for breeding, buying, selling or letting of dogs or cats for hire, boarding or 



 

 

training dogs and operated for profit. A private kennel is such a facility used only for the 

breeding and selling of dogs or cats and operated for profit. A private noncommercial 

kennel is such a facility containing five or more adult dogs not used for commercial 

purposes. A private noncommercial cat kennel is such a facility containing five or more 

cats not used for commercial purposes that may be used to house cats in foster care 

under a signed agreement with an animal rescue organization. All kennels must comply 

with the location restrictions provided by this title and the Kalama zoning code. 

"Leash" means a cord, thong or chain by which a dog is controlled by the person 

accompanying it. 

"License" means the dog or other pet animal license issued for registration and 

identification. 

"Livestock" means any horses, ponies, mules or donkeys, sheep, cattle, goats, 

swine, rabbits or poultry. 

"Nuisance animal" means an animal that: 

 A. Damages or destroys landscaping or property of another person, including 

destruction of wildlife that has been purposefully attracted to the person's 

property; or 

 

 B. Soils or defecates on public or private property other than the owner's, 

unless such waste is immediately removed and properly disposed of by the 

owner of the animal; or 

 

 C. Causes unsanitary, dangerous, or offensive conditions; or 

 

D. Is a female dog or cat in heat not confined within a structure to prevent 

access of male dogs or cats except for planned breeding; or 

 

E. Chases people or vehicles, or molests or interferes with persons or other 

animals on public or private property other than the owner's property; or 

 

F. Habitually or continually disturbs the peace and quiet of any individual or 

neighborhood by barking, whining, howling or making any other noise; or 

 

G. Trespasses on private property and the property owner or tenant supplies a 

written complaint to animal services, and, in the case of a cat, physically contains 

the cat; 

 



 

 

H. The possession of more than ten adult cats by any person shall be 

presumed a nuisance under Chapter 7.04 unless the person is providing foster 

care under a signed agreement with a nonprofit animal rescue organization. 

"Officer" means any animal services officer, police officer, or other commissioned 

person designated by the city to issue citations, pick up, restrain, impound, place, or 

dispose of animals or give notice for any other acts, duties or functions prescribed by 

this chapter or other chapters relating to pet animals. 

"Owner" means any person who harbors, keeps, possesses or maintains a pet 

animal, or who encourages a pet animal to remain about their premises for a period of 

fourteen consecutive days or more, or the person named on the license/registration 

record of any animal as the owner. The parent or guardian of an owner under eighteen 

years of age shall be deemed the owner for the purposes of this chapter. 

"Pet animal" means any species of wild or domestic animal sold or retained for the 

purpose of being kept for pleasure, companionship or utilitarian purposes and not kept 

as a food source. 

"Potentially dangerous dog" means a dog that according to the records of animal 

services has committed serious offenses as more fully set forth in Section 6.04.140. 

“Public Safety Committee” means a group of three persons who are:  

A. At least 18 years of age; and 

B. Residents of the City of Kalama: and 

C. Appointed by City Council for a three year term. 

 The Public Safety Committee shall be responsible for conducting review 

hearings relating to potentially dangerous or dangerous dog declaration appeals 

by dog owners as stipulated in Kalama Municipal Code 6.04.140 (C)(4).  One of the 

three Committee members shall be selected as the Chairperson of the group by a 

majority vote of the three Committee members.   The Committee may request the 

assistance of the Kalama Police Department in assembling evidence, securing 

the testimony of witnesses, and providing for the safe and secure conduct of the 

review hearings.   

"Restrained" means secured by a leash and under physical control of a person with 

the strength and judgment to handle the animal, or tethered to a stationary object which 

keeps the animal confined to the pet owner's property. 

"Severe injury" means any physical injury that results in broken bones or 

lacerations requiring sutures or cosmetic surgery. 
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"Sterilized" means the animal is surgically rendered incapable of reproduction by 

means of castration or an ovariohysterectomy. 

Section 2. Severability.  If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or 
phrase of this ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining parts of this ordinance. 
 

Section 3. This ordinance shall become effective five days after passage, 
approval, and publication as provided by law. 
 
Passed by the City Council of the City of Kalama at a regular meeting held on the 21st 
day of January, 2015 
 

                                                       
 Mayor Pete Poulsen 

Attest:  
 
                                                           
Coni McMaster, Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
                                                           
City Attorney 
 
 
Passed:                                         
 
Published:                                     
 
Effective:                                       
 
 


