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KALAMA 
 
Kalama is a small City rich in history and long on community spirit. With KÁÌÁÍÁȭÓ 

location at one of the deepest points of the Columbia River and the prime location of the 
ÒÁÉÌÒÏÁÄ ÁÎÄ )ÎÔÅÒÓÔÁÔÅ υȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȱ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÉÇÈ×ÁÙȟ ÒÁÉÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÍÅÅÔȢȱ  Incorporated in 
1890, the City has been the County seat, was the western terminus of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad, and has survived fires and floods.  This includes the most recent flooding on 
December 8, 2015 which damaged a major portion of the Kalama downtown business district.  
Once again the citizens throughout the Community joined together to help several of the 
damaged businesses clean up and get back up and running within days of the event.    

 
Kalama has seen the building of new homes increase in the last two years and looks 

forward to more in 2016 with the submittal of the second phase of Stone Forest construction 
plans.    The Port of Kalama completed the new Haydu Park complex in 2015 and has plans for 
several new projects in the near future, including improvements to the Marina and a possible 
hotel/restaurant along the riverfront  that will bring both economic and recreational 
opportunities .  The City has granted the 0ÏÒÔȭÓ 3ÐÅÎÃÅÒ #ÒÅÅË "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 0ÁÒË ÍÁÓÔÅÒ ÐÌÁÎ 
approval which will allow them to begin to develop the infrastructure for the Park.  Outside of 
the City, the planned methanol plant continues to move forward which will bring jobs to the 
area.   

 
+ÁÌÁÍÁȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÈÅÌÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ςπρυ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ +ÁÌÁÍÁȭÓ ρςυth 

Anniversary, the Kalama Fair, the Kalama Music Festival, the Untouchables Car Show, 
Downtown Halloween Trick or Treat and the Christmas Festival of Boats event.   For 2016 the 
City has decided to not hold the Music Festival, but will instead sponsor at least one street 
dance for the community.   

 
The City of Kalama staff is looking forward to moving into its new location at the old 

Bank building once the remodel is complete.   The old City Hall building will be renovated to 
house a bigger and better Library for the community.  The Council Chambers will remain at 320 
N. First Street, with the Library.  

  
 The people of Kalama are what truly make the City a community, supporting school 

sports, community activities and each other.  Many are life-long residents with generations 
having lived in Kalama, while others have come here to raise their families or to retire.   While 
Kalama has grown in the last ten years through both development and annexation, it has 
retained the small town values and community spirit that makes Kalama a great place to live, 
work or visit.  
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         City of Kalama 
           Incorporated 1890 

 

          City Administrator  

        PO Box 1007 

         195 N. First Street 

        Kalama, WA 98625 

        asmee@kalama.com 

 

 

           January 1, 2016 

 
To the Mayor, City Council and Citizens of the City of Kalama: 

 

 

 The staff is pleased to present the 2016 budget and the 2016 through 2021 Capital Facilities Plan for the City 

of Kalama.  The City was able to maintain a 6.69% general fund surplus over budgeted expenditures before final 

transfers at the end of 2015. This surplus has been distributed to reserve accounts for the general fund, police vehicles 

and the operating fund for streets. The City is close to achieving the targeted 20% of budgeted general fund 

expenditures in the general fund reserve account. We begin 2016 with 19.57% of annual authorized expenditures held 

in reserve. While our reserve condition has been improving over the last few years, Kalama faces some significant 

projects related to its capital facilities. Some of these projects were planned and others are due to the flood of 

December 8
th
 2015. Currently the City is working with both its insurance carrier and FEMA to mitigate losses from the 

disaster.  

 

 Enterprise operations (sewer and water) were slightly positive with revenues slightly exceeding expenditures 

for 2015. We continue to strive for the greatest value for our ratepayers. The City completed a sewer and water rate 

study in 2015 and the City Council chose to adopt the recommended rate structure developed through the study for 

2016-2020. The City of Kalama, working with the Port of Kalama expanded the Cityôs utility infrastructure providing 

greater sewer service and development opportunity in the recently annexed East Port area.  

 

 The City completed its meter exchange program in 2015. Utility bills are now issued on a monthly basis to all 

users inside and outside of the City. Monthly billing has contributed to a reduction in past due balances. The City 

initiated design and obtained right-of-way easement from BNSF to loop a southern portion of the water system through 

combined funds from utility reserves and Cowlitz County Economic Development Funds in 2015. We hope to install 

the rail crossings, complete the design of the project in 2016. We are targeting completion of construction in 2017. 

 

  The Port of Kalama completed the construction of the Haydu Park recreational complex during 2015. The 

Planning Commission approved the Portôs master plan application for the 70 acre Spencer Creek Business Park in 

2015. Spencer Creek Business Park is adjacent to the Haydu complex. I look forward to this next phase of development 

for the East Port. The City and Port are working in conjunction to obtain Community Economic Development Board 

funding through the State Department of Commerce. This funding will assist both entities in marketing the community 

and recruiting economic development to Kalama. 

 

 Work continues on the new City Finance and Utility Offices. Staff is intending to move in early spring of 

2016. The expansion and renovation of the Library in conjunction with the flood damage repair of the City Council 

Chambers is scheduled to commence in 2016.    

 

 The City staff and I look forward to serving our community in 2016. 

 

 

Adam Smee 

City Administrator 
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CITY OF KALAMA 
ELECTED & APPOINTED OFFICIALS 2015  

 

Kalama is a code city managed under the  Mayor /Council form of government, which 
consists of the Mayor and a five-member City Council , all elected by the voters.  They strive to provide 
the Kalama citizens with services that make it a pleasant, safe, comfortable and livable community.  

 

MAYOR/COUNCIL ɀ Elected to 4-year terms.   Meetings are  held on  First and  Third Wednesdays of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the City Council  Chambers at 320 North First St reet,  Kalama. 

 

Pete Poulsen                                    Mike Truesdell                                     Dominic Ciancibelli    

Mayor                                                  Position # 1                                          Position #2  

Term: 1/1/ 2014-12/31/201 7     Term: 1/1/ 2014-12/31/201 7        Term: 1/1/ 2014-12/31/201 7 

 

Michael Dennis Langham           Rosemary Brinson Siipola               Mary Putka   

Position #3                                        Position #4                                             Position #5  

Term: 1/1/201 6-12/31/20 19    Term: 1/ 1/2016 -12/31/201 9           Term: 1/1/201 6-12/3 1/201 9   

           

CITY DEPARTMENT HEADS & CONTRACT POSITIONS ɀ Appointed by the Mayor and City 
Council, Contract and Salary Positions  

 

Adam Smee Coni McMaster             Randall Gibson  

City Administrator/PW Director  Clerk/Treasurer  Police Chief  

Appointed 10/1/2012  Appointed 9/1/2004  Appointed 10/17/2011  

 

Kelly Rasmussen   

Superintendent of Public Works  City Attorney  City Planner  

Appointed 1/1/2013  Contract Position Contract Position 

 
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER - Longview Daily News - Official Public Hearing N otices and Ordinance 
publications are published in the Legal Notice Sections.  Regular meeting and Workshop 
meeting notices can be found in the upcoming meetings or event notices in this newspaper.  
 
TELEVISION ACCESS - KLTV local channel 29  broadcasts the City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings.  Check listings for times , or find on -line at www.kltv.org .  

 
FIND KALAMA ON THE WEB AT www.cityofkalama.com  

OR EMAIL - cityofkalama@kalama.com  

http://www.kltv.org/
http://www.cityofkalama.com/
mailto:cityofkalama@kalama.com
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KALAMA COMMITTEES  

AND BOARDS 
There are many Commissions, Committees, and Boards that help the City Council and 
staff to address all the issues the City faces.  The City of Kalama is lu cky to have many 
dedicated civic -minded citizens who volunteer to serve without pay to benefit the 
community.   We thank them all . 

            

PLANNING COMMISSION - Serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council to ensure the 
best methods of growth, de velopment, and expansion of the City.  Meetings held on the second 
Thursday of each  month  @ 7 p.m. in the City  Council Chambers . 

 

Don Mathison  Susan Dennis Langham   

Term: 1/2/2012  - 1/2/2018  Term: 1/2/201 6 - 1/2/2019   

 

Patrick Harbiso n-Chairman   Mike Reut er         Dan Ohall      

Term: 1/2/20 15 - 1/2/20 21 Term: 1/2/201 6 - 1/2/20 22            Term 1/02/2015  - 1/2/2021            

 

Phillip Fortuna  Jim Hendrickson  

Term: 1/1/2011  - 1/2/2017  Term: 1/2/ 2014 - 1/2/ 2020 

 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION - Serves to address personnel issues of the Kalama Police 
Department under Washington State Law.  Meetings held monthly as needed.  

 

Larry Rosson, Chairman      Term: 9/1/2010 - 9/1/2016    

Don Mathison                           Term: 9/1/ 2012 - 9/1/2018                               

Gary Finley                                 Term: 9/1/20 14 - 9/1/ 2020 

 

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES - Serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council to 
develop operating policies for the City Library.   Meetings held every other month on the t hird  
Thursday at 5:15 p.m. in the City Council  Chambers . 

 

Louise Thomas - Librarian   Pix Basso            

Since April 2001    Term: 1/1/ 2015 - 1/1/20 20      

Cynthia Svensson- Chairperson  Carole Eby 

Term: 1/1/201 6 - 1/1/20 21    Term: 1/1/2013  - 1/1/2018  

Patricia Hamilton   Katherine Bruner  

Term: 1/1/2012 - 1/1/2017   Term: 1/1/ 2014 - 1/1/2019   
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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE - Serves in an advisory capacity to 
ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÏÎ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 0ÁÒËÓ Ǫ 2ÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÌÁÎȟ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ 
elements  and on park development.  Meetings are held every other month on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.  

Heidi Souvenir       Nancy Toteff    

Term: 1/2/ 2015 - 1/2/201 7     Term: 1/2/2015  ɀ 1/2/2018  

'ÅÏÒÇÅ Ȱ-ÉËÅȱ- Reuter  - Chairman  Karen Haukeli   

Term: 1/2/201 5 - 1/2/20 18                 Term: 1/21/ 2014 - 1/2/2017   

Vacant:        

Term: 1/2/20 15 - 1/2/201 8    
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YEAR POPULATION 

2015        2500 
**2014 2430 

2013 2400 
2012 2390 
2011 2365 

*2010 2344 
2009 2475 

**2008 2387 
2007 2105 
2006 2025 
2005 1985 
2004 1950 
2003 1935 
2002 1870 

**2001 1840 
2000 1685 

  *Adjusted by Federal Census 2010  

**Years with annexations     
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